and 2 had been symptomatic for only three years while case 2 had had symptoms for six years. In addition to the speech disturbances, case 3 also demonstrated dyspraxia of the limbs as did their case 4 in another recent publication,2 a patient who had been symptomatic for only two years and six months. CT scanning revealed asymmetrical cortical atrophy and PET scans demonstrated profound reduction in frontal lobe metabolism. The authors discussed this clinical entity as it relates to other "focal cortical degenerations" which have a somewhat heterogeneous underlying pathology.
One important clinicopathological entity that the authors overlooked in their discussions, which I believe may account for one or more of their cases, is cortical-basal ganglionic degeneration (CBGD) .4 Although our group3 and others4 have pointed out that this disorder usually begins with asymmetric limb cortical and/or basal ganglionic dysfunction, I have now seen patients who present with progressive loss of speech output and orofacial apraxia identical to the cases described by Tyrrell et al. ' The delay between the onset of speech symptoms and more typical clinical signs has been as long as five to six years. One such patient, to be reported in greater detail elsewhere5 has died recently and pathological confirmation of CGBD has been obtained. This patient was not included in our series of 15 cases of CGBD3 because at that time his signs and symptoms, which had been present for five years and six months, were restricted to those described in the cases of Tyrrell et al. logical basis of internal inhibition (a process Professor Arie has selected a panel of that suppresses the elaborated reaction). The distinguished contributors from home and second paper of part 1 is a further discourse abroad. The range of topics is appropriately on conditioned reflexes with original data on wide and there is enough here to interest the goal directed reactions. academic as well as the jobbing psychogeriThe second part of volume 5 discusses atrician and geriatrician. There are sensible relay functions of hippocampal monoamines reviews of ubiquitin, diffuse Lewy body in acquired and inborn forms of behaviour disease, the potential biochemical tests for and the physiological mechanisms of comAlzheimer's disease and the epidemiology of plex behaviour in arthropoides. The papers in dementia. Those interested in therapy howthis section contain original experiments on ever will have to wait for the next edition.
the effects on monoamines on hippocampal More clinically orientated were the chapters function. Previous work has suggested that on depression, mania and paranoid disan increase in the 5HT content of the orders.
hippocampus weakens memory and learning. A review by Walker on the social services, Damage to 5HT containing neurones in the with particular emphasis on the individual raphe nucleus accelerates the development and community care is especially topical: will and persistence of the conditioned reflex of they match vision with funding? Three chapactive avoidance. The relevance of these ters on carers emphasize the importance of observations may take on additional imporlistening to and caring for the carers in any tance bearing in mind the provisional data good service. Dr Jolley and Professor Arie suggesting some benefit of 5HT receptor look at psychogeriatric services with refersubtype active drugs on cognitive function in ence to the international scene and the pathological states. current political context: there is plenty here
The third part of this volume on higher to discuss with one's colleagues and mannervous activity discusses studies of the agers. An overview on audit shows that as in neurophysiological correlates of mental activso many specialities it is still really only in its ity and deals with methods of studying the infancy, and no doubt this will be a chapter to brain's system for maintenance of "mental repeat in a future edition, perhaps with a activity". The final part of this volume is on section on memory clinics? Sensitivity to the the neural mechanisms of conscious and needs of the disabled in hospitals is a current unconscious perception and contains an issue and the chapter on designing for coninteresting section on the functional relationfused old people deserves to be read by ships between the hemispheres and the managers and architects.
unconscious. Required reading for all clinicians interThe English translation of these papers is ested in the elderly.
of a high standard but despite this I found the JGC COX concepts elaborated difficult to penetrate. Nevertheless, there may be material here which some psychologists, psychiatrists and neurophysiologists may find of interest. To the general neurologist however, I suspect there will be little here to hold his attention. The papers in volume 5 reference material only up to 1986 and therefore these booklets are already significantly out of date. Ths may of course represent the difficulty of publishSoviet Scicatfic Reviews/Section F: ing scientific material in the old USSR. Physiology and General Biology Reviews AHV SCHAPIRA Vol 5, parts 1-4. The last date for submission is 31 November 1992.
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